Palais d’Andafiavaratra

Antananarivo is the capital of Madagascar. Its name means "the town of a thousand warriors". Antananarivo, the town with a hundred stairways and dozens of churches and temples, and whose houses appear to be trumbling down from thee hilltops in frindly confusion. The large market in the centre of the town, called Le Zoma, is a riot of colour. It is one of the most extended weekly market places and also one of the most picturesque in the world. Zoma is a Malagasy word which means "Friday".

Every friday, indeed, is market day in Antananarivo, where you can buy all you need, the carpet you have been dreaming of, the fruit that tempts you, a straw hat for the country,, or a tin watering can for the garden. Already, by thursday evening, ancient old carriages filled to bursting with vegetables, poultry and passengers have jogged through the populous districts at a slow trot, pulled by horses that are all skin and bone. Hand carts have brought along clusters of green banana. Hundreds of small traders have come by every means imaginable : bus, bush-taxi, bicycle, or on foot, carrying in their soubiques (woven straw baskets) lace, sweetmeats, biscuits, or empty bottles. They have installed themselves on the main avenue and on the pavements of adjoining avenues, wrapped themselves in their lambas and slept, leaning on their wares. It may rain or it may blow, they will not stir until morning. As the sun becomes hotter, white parasols open like so many flower corollas. And in the evening, each one goes home with his meagre takings, to await the next Zoma.

In Antananarivo, historical remains are well preserved : Palaces, Monuments, Tombs .... The Queen’s Palace, one of the few intact remnants of Merina history, dominates the town. This sumptuous granite residence, built 575 feet above the lower town, is the most precious monument of Madagascar.

The town of Antananarivo